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DIGITAL INCLUSION 
Motion 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.20 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this house — 
(a) recognises the benefits of digital inclusion, particularly in remote and regional areas of Western Australia; 
(b) notes that despite the rollout of the NBN, many regional Western Australians still lack network access 

and remain effectively digitally excluded; and 
(c) calls on the state government to increase investment in initiatives to improve network access and 

digital inclusion for regional Western Australia. 
I am excited to speak on this motion on digital inclusion today. Digital inclusion is an area in which I have a little 
expertise. I have a computer science background and until recently I worked in the technology sector for several 
years. I have been fortunate enough to work on teams that have been responsible for building front-end web-facing 
applications available to the general public. I understand the benefits of ensuring that these applications are 
user-centric, fit for purpose, and available to a wide range of people. 
The silver lining of this pandemic is that we have discovered that the old model of working in a centralised, in-person 
environment is not strictly needed in many different industries, and we are now experiencing an accelerating digital 
transformation in many aspects of our society as a result. As we change to a more disrupted and digitally connected 
world and start participating in this new world digital economy, it is important to keep digital inclusion in mind and 
allow everyone to participate; otherwise, we will run the risk of alienating certain people.  
For the benefit of Hansard and members, digital inclusion is about ensuring that all Australians can access and use 
digital technologies effectively. If we break down digital inclusion, the four main areas are connectivity, affordability, 
skills and design. It is important to take these into account to ensure that, as we design systems, build applications 
and roll out infrastructure, we do so in a way that gives everyone the opportunity to benefit from and engage in 
digital technologies. 
As a result of this pandemic, not only are we working remotely more often; we are also increasingly using technology 
and devices in a number of different areas. A few examples include: managing health records; accessing education 
services; participating in cultural activities; organising finances; following news and media—some of it more 
factual than others; and connecting with friends and family. The last example is certainly important to me, as I have 
friends and family in other countries and other jurisdictions of Australia. I am sure it is very applicable to a lot of 
other Western Australians also. 
If we are talking about digital inclusion, we also need to talk about digital exclusion, which is the other side of what 
is called the digital divide—the difference between those who are able to enjoy the benefits of being online and using 
technology confidently to improve their day-to-day lives, and those who cannot. There are real-world consequences 
for lacking internet connectivity and being digitally excluded, and the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted and 
exposed many of these consequences. The report by the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre titled Falling through 
the net: The digital divide in Western Australia, which was published in 2018, is excellent and I encourage members 
to read it. It found that 2.5 million people are not online because of affordability issues. Research also undertaken 
by BCEC found that during the height of the pandemic, many people struggled with access to government services, 
helping their children to undertake online study and engaging in telehealth services. These are very important 
services and it can be incapacitating for people who do not have online access. Digital exclusion is not only related 
to people being unable to access their favourite Netflix shows or FaceTime their friends, but also can be profoundly 
damaging for a lot of people and puts individuals at a disadvantage to the rest of the community. Typically, people 
who are considered to be digitally excluded are already in the disadvantaged or marginalised categories, so it 
exacerbates their already worse-off situation. There is a clear link in this country between the levels of internet 
access and relative socio-economic disadvantage. Those regions reporting lower internet access are also the areas 
of higher socio-economic disadvantage, with the reverse also being true. A report by Carnegie Trust concluded 
that loneliness, depression and economic deprivation were significantly higher among the digitally excluded. They 
are the very real world consequences. 
How is Australia and Western Australia tracking on digital inclusion? The Australian Digital Inclusion Index tracks 
and reports on digital inclusion in Australia, as members would expect. As a whole, Australia ranks quite well. We 
are a very fortunate and wealthy country. The rating system is based on a set of criteria. Australia rated 67.5 in 2020 
and 71.1 in 2021. The scores between the metropolitan and regional areas remain divided. Regional areas scored 
around 67.4, which is 5.5 less than in metropolitan areas. Regional residents are more digitally excluded than their 
metropolitan counterparts. As a whole, Western Australia places quite well. It is equal with Victoria, which is 
typically a fairly good state yardstick to base ourselves on. Western Australia’s score is 72, the Australian Capital 
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Territory is the highest at 77 and Tasmania is the lowest at 66. Unsurprisingly, the breakdown for Western Australia 
shows that the metropolitan area is above the national average, which is good. If we focus on the breakdown of 
regional Western Australia, we can see that it is lower than the metropolitan areas. Interestingly, the regional areas 
that see more investment in the resources sector are typically above the national average. They include Broome, the 
East Pilbara, Port Hedland, Karratha, Ashburton, Leonora and Kalgoorlie–Boulder. This can be attributed to private 
investment to keep the mining royalties flowing. Areas where we do not see as much investment and that also have 
a higher Indigenous population lag the national average. They include the East and West Kimberley, Halls Creek and 
Meekatharra. These low digital inclusion numbers directly correlate with low household internet access. The lowest 
performing region in Western Australia is the East Pilbara, with 55 per cent of households not having access to the 
internet, followed by Halls Creek at 47 per cent, Leonora at 44 per cent and Derby–West Kimberley at 41 per cent. 
There is a direct correlation between digital inclusion and internet access. 
I will switch focus and refer to internet connectivity, which is the connectivity part of digital inclusion. This remains 
the foundation of a minimum level of participation for a lot of people in this state. According to the Economic 
Intelligence Unit, Australia ranks thirty-fourth in the world for fixed-line monthly broadband affordability. Australia 
obviously has the tyranny of distance to contend with when rolling out internet cables across the continent. We 
have seen some large-scale federal initiatives in this space with varied levels of success. I am sure members can 
expand on some of the finer points of that. According to the BCEC report in 2018, approximately 83 per cent of 
Western Australian households had internet access. However, access in regional areas is significantly lower, with 
less than 50 per cent of households connected in some areas.  
Other problems with internet connectivity in regional areas besides availability, which I spoke about, include 
affordability, data congestion and unreliability. There are no set standards or guidelines in this country or this state 
for internet access, and that is clearly evident. The national broadband mobile black spot database has identified 
450 black spots in WA, which is, obviously, a very large number. In 2019, the infrastructure audit found that in 
regional towns and remote communities, telecommunications networks often deliver services at a costlier rate 
and with poorer connectivity, speed and data allowances than those in metro areas. People in the regions face 
a number of challenges in comparison with their Perth and metropolitan counterparts and, certainly, availability 
and affordability of a decent internet connection is one of them. 
Talking about Aboriginal communities with respect to digital inclusion and access to mobile coverage, target 17 of 
the Closing the Gap agreement reads — 

By 2026, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have equal levels of digital inclusion. 
I find it disappointing that the state government’s Closing the gap jurisdictional implementation plan: Western Australia 
does not specifically mention digital inclusion other than a few initiatives that are indirectly linked. I have done 
some research to find out how many Indigenous communities in WA do not have internet access and where they 
are located. The data has not been easy to find. I have asked several questions in this chamber on the topic to 
try to get some insight. The government’s response so far has been that digital connectivity is a federal issue. 
I found that a disappointing and shallow answer considering the state government is a party to the Closing the Gap 
agreement. When doing some further digging, I read a report titled, Remote Indigenous communications review: 
Telecommunications programs and current needs for remote Indigenous communities, which was created by the 
Australian Communications Consumer Action Network. It was federally funded and provides a high-level analysis 
of the number of remote communities in WA that have mobile coverage. It shows that 128 communities with 
a population of fewer than 50 people do not have mobile coverage. Three communities with a population of 
between 51 and 100 people do not have mobile coverage. Two communities with a population between 101 and 
200 residents do not have mobile coverage. The report also mentions that the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development — 

… has analysed the list of all WA Indigenous communities (including outstations) against carriers’ coverage 
maps, added in existing mobile service details, population figures where available, and other information … 

Based on this report, it appears to me that the state government has access to the information on how many regional 
and Indigenous communities do not have mobile access, but that information, sadly, has not been forthcoming. 
I would also like to draw the government’s attention to “Priority Reform Four” of the Closing the Gap agreement, 
which requires — 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have access to, and the capability to use, locally relevant 
data and information to set and monitor the implementation of efforts to close the gap, their priorities and 
drive their own development. 

It means that the information should be made available. It should be transparent and provided to those communities. 
I implore the minister to comment on this point and, hopefully, she can shed some light if this information is available. 
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I acknowledge some of the work that the government has done in this space. The state government’s regional 
telecommunications project—RTP—was built on the completed regional mobile communications project and has 
provided over $100 million for new and improved mobile communications infrastructure. Some of the funding 
allocated to RTP is used to meet the state’s contributions to the commonwealth’s Regional Connectivity Program 
and the Mobile Black Spot Program that I previously mentioned. Certainly, the RTP and similar commonwealth 
programs are appreciated. However, they focus only on the connectivity aspects of digital inclusion. For digital 
inclusion as a whole, a draft government strategy doc titled Digital inclusion in Western Australia: A blueprint for 
a digitally-inclusive state was published in June 2020 last year. I am glad to see the government is taking this topic 
seriously, at least at the conceptual level. There appears to be no comprehensive program for improving digital 
inclusion. If the minister it is able to comment, I am open to feedback on that point. Digital inclusion is a topic 
that cuts across many different government initiatives, providing affordable internet and mobile coverage, making 
online services accessible to people on the full spectrum of abilities and disabilities, and providing training and 
awareness to the people of Western Australia to have a basic degree of digital literacy. 
It is not clear, from what I can see, which current government projects have adopted the principles outlined in the 
state’s digital inclusion blueprint or which projects are being directly funded as a result of this blueprint. I would 
also like to draw attention to the fact that responsibility for the state digital blueprint lies with the Minister for 
Innovation and ICT and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet; however, the development, rollout, delivery 
and management of regional connectivity projects is managed by the Minister for Regional Development and 
the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. This involves two separate departments, so it 
might be a case of one hand not knowing what the other is doing, but, again, I will be happy to be proved wrong 
on this point. 
Another concern I have with the current approach to regional connectivity is that the state government’s strategy 
to date seems to be around leveraging state funding to attract private and commonwealth investment. This is 
not necessarily a bad thing, but it does mean that state funding is contingent on commonwealth funding and, 
essentially, relies on the commonwealth government coming to the party. If those contributions dry up, regional 
communities will be left with no certainty. The budget papers show an investment of $21.2 million towards the 
regional telecommunications project in 2021–22; however, there is no funding commitment over the forward 
estimates. I believe that Hon Martin Aldridge has asked a few questions in this place on that point. The government 
claims that further funding will be considered as part of the normal budget process, but that is of little comfort to 
people and is contingent on a commonwealth commitment. 
When we talk about responsibility for digital strategy and regional connectivity, although it is true that the regulation 
of telecommunications is a federal issue, in my view, the state cannot abdicate its responsibility to improve the welfare 
of its own residents—we are talking about people who live in this state; they are Western Australians after all! If 
commonwealth funding is not forthcoming for its commitments to telecommunications infrastructure in WA regions, 
that is precisely when the state government needs to step up and meet the shortfall. That really gets to the heart of 
this motion, in which paragraph (c) asks that this house — 

calls on the state government to increase investment in initiatives to improve network access and digital 
inclusion for regional Western Australia. 

In summary, the government has invested about $105 million since 2012 to improve telecommunications infrastructure. 
This might sound like a lot, but $100 million over 10 years is a very modest amount when compared with other vital 
infrastructure projects. As more and more people require digital services in their day-to-day lives, it is clear that the 
state government’s investment needs to increase, regardless of the commonwealth’s commitments. 
As I said earlier, the government’s digital inclusion blueprint is certainly a good start, but I would like to see this 
taken beyond the conceptual phase and see some concrete projects with a clear vision, and not the scattershot 
approach that we have seen to date, which is split between various departments. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: In what sense is it scattergun? 
Hon WILSON TUCKER: We can debate the topic, minister. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: That is what we are doing. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Please allow the honourable member to continue. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You’re not supposed to be reading; you’re supposed to be debating now. 
Hon WILSON TUCKER: Minister, the strategy for digital inclusion is created by one department and implemented 
by another. That is what I was referring to when I mentioned scattershot. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
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Hon WILSON TUCKER: I look forward to hearing from members on both sides of the chamber on this topic 
and also to improving public access and outcomes for regional WA. 
The PRESIDENT: I gave the call to Hon Martin Aldridge, so he can go ahead—a Christmas mistake! 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [10.38 am]: Thanks, President. I rise on behalf of the opposition to 
support this worthy motion on the last sitting day of the Legislative Council for 2021. I congratulate Hon Wilson Tucker 
for moving such an important motion that focuses on an important issue in regional and remote Western Australia. 
This is the reason why the Legislative Council should continue to have regional specialists like Hon Wilson Tucker 
represented amongst its members. I think the Legislative Council has a good history —  
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Martin Aldridge has the call. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Thank you, President. The Legislative Council has a good history of debating 
a significant number of matters of interest to regional and remote Western Australia, and I think that has a lot to 
do with the construction of this place over many years. 
Turning to the motion in front of us, as Hon Wilson Tucker said, digital inclusion is not just about access or networks. 
That is obviously one part of inclusion, but how people use that access and those networks is equally important. 
A person can have access but not use that access, and that therefore results in them not having digital inclusion. If 
members are not aware, a report has been published annually since 2015 called Measuring Australia’s digital divide: 
Australian digital inclusion index. It is a collaboration between Telstra, the ARC Centre for Excellence for Automated 
Decision-Making and Society, RMIT University and the Centre for Social Impact at Swinburne University of 
Technology. The latest report of 2021 made some interesting observations. I want to quote from a section under 
the heading “The number of highly excluded Australians has declined, but remains substantial”, which I think is 
directly relevant to this part of the motion. It says — 

The percentage of highly excluded Australians has decreased between 2020 and 2021. In 2020, 17% of the 
Australian population were highly excluded (defined as recording an Index score of 45 or below). In 2021, 
this has dropped to 11% of the population. 

In 2021, highly excluded Australians are most likely to have not completed a secondary education (38%); 
fall in the lowest income quintile (31%); live in a single person household (26%); have a disability (23%); 
currently be unemployed (21%); or not be in the labour force (22%). 

The percentage of excluded Australians (defined as recording an Index score of above 45 and below 61) 
has not changed since 2020 and remains at 17% of the national population. Taken together, the number of 
highly excluded and excluded Australians is substantial, equalling 28% of the national population in 2021. 

That was quoted directly from the 2021 Australian digital inclusion index. Obviously, some really good aspects 
of the important role of digital inclusion have been well canvassed. I think the pandemic, in particular, has brought 
many of those things to the fore of our thinking. It has impacted how we engage in commerce and trade. Education, 
in particular, was one of our significant vulnerabilities, as we contemplated, but did not really move towards, the 
home schooling approach in the early stages of the pandemic. I think we would have had most serious shortcomings 
in our ability to educate our children outside the school environment. Again, social inclusion is an issue that has 
always been there but has been brought to the fore by the current pandemic environment. It is about the way we keep 
people connected to their family, friends, services and community. Sometimes, people have even participated in 
important occasions like weddings and funerals through digital inclusion. There have been significant developments, 
breakthroughs and advances in the health space over the last decade or so in the provision of health services and 
the type of care that we provide, particularly in emergency care, through the world-leading services that we have 
in Western Australia such as the emergency telehealth service, which provides specialist support to sometimes remote 
areas of the state. 

Obviously, some of those good things are well known. I want to talk a little about some of the problems that come 
with digital inclusion, because I do not think those things are necessarily as well canvassed. The level of digital 
inclusion among our youngest Western Australians can have significant impacts on their cognitive development. 
It can lead to eye impairment and physical deformation. It can also have a significant impact on the development 
of their social skills and their engagement with not just their family unit but also their community. There are some 
interesting resources online if members are interested, including a study titled “Growing Up Digital Australia”. 
I will quote from a report that appeared in The Conversation on 28 April this year, which said — 

These are some of the findings from our Growing Up Digital Australia study. In 2020 we surveyed nearly 
2,500 parents, grandparents and caregivers across Australia. This yielded data about 5,000 children aged 
5–17 on their use of digital devices at home during the pandemic. 
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Our study shows more than 80% of children in this age group own a screen-based device and that children 
today, on average, have three different digital devices. Our data show children start owning devices from 
as early as four years old. 

Only 46% of parents said their child could spend a whole day without using a digital device. 

It is quite a significant report and I encourage members to consider it further. 

In Western Australia, we have somebody who is leading some research in this space. Earlier this year, I attended 
a gala event, along with Hon Donna Faragher and a number of members from the other place, and we heard from 
Professor Desiree Silva, a leading paediatrician in this state, about the impact of digital technology on our youngest 
Western Australians. The Telethon Kids Institute, in conjunction with Professor Silva, is doing some really interesting 
research, tracking the impact over time of digital engagement on young people. I want to quote from a statement 
from the Telethon Kids Institute, which says — 

ORIGINS Project co-director Professor Desiree Silva said the early use of digital technology was resulting 
in less free play, unsupervised viewing, sleep disruption, addictive behaviours, obesity, speech and language 
delay, and difficulties around social interaction and self-regulation. 

“Parents are confused around management of digital technology, with education policy calling for increased 
use of technology to support learning, and public health policy calling for no screens for very young children 
and very limited use by slightly older young children,” Professor Silva said. 

These are some of the good and bad things that come with increasing digital inclusion in our society that I think 
we need to be very much conscious of as we have this debate. 
A couple of other aspects of this motion that I want to touch on in the limited time that I have are the two remaining 
limbs: (b) and (c). Limb (b) refers to some of the limitations of the NBN in Western Australia and that some 
Western Australians still lack network access. Limb (c) calls on the state government to increase investment. This 
is an area in which I think the state and commonwealth have co-invested in not only mobile technology, but also 
fixed technologies for some years, if not several decades. It goes back quite a long way to when governments formed 
telecentres and invested in some of the first mobile phone towers in this state. That co-investment strategy is not 
something that has occurred just in recent times. I do acknowledge some difficulty in access; but, also, equity in 
access is a significant issue. Sometimes the cost of accessing some regional services is inequitable when compared 
with metropolitan services, and that is particularly the case when we compare restrictions on the level of data that 
someone can access over NBN satellite, for example, versus fibre-optic or fixed-wireless solutions. 
The last point of the motion is about increasing state investment. I am concerned that the government confirmed during 
budget estimates that there is no funding in the forward estimates for new investments in regional telecommunications. 
That is particularly concerning given that the federal government has announced $80 million for round 6 of the 
Mobile Black Spot Program. It is interesting that the midyear review is being handed down today. I would be 
interested to know from the Minister for Regional Development, who has responsibility for royalties for regions and 
the investment in these programs, whether she is in a position, in a few seconds’ time, to inform the house whether 
the state government has made money available to continue the co-investment with the commonwealth government 
in this program.  
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [10.48 am]: I rise to 
respond to this motion on behalf of the government. I will focus mostly on digital connectivity. The broader issues 
of inclusion were comprehensively developed and discussed in the digital strategy recently released by Hon Don 
Punch, which has obviously been read by the member who moved this motion as he quoted much of it when talking 
about inclusion. 
I acknowledge a point that was made by Hon Martin Aldridge, which is that this is not unmitigated good, and I think 
the work that has been done to really examine the impact on the growth and development of young children is very 
important. I note that there is a general principle amongst the gurus in Silicon Valley that they do not allow their 
children to have access to any screens before they are seven years old, because they are conscious of the potential 
impact that screens can have on a child’s cognitive development. 
Let us get back to, I guess, in a big sense, the main game, which is digital connectivity. I urge Hon Wilson Tucker, 
if he is really interested in this issue and if he really understands that there is an inequitable distribution of digital 
connectivity, which there is, to get out and campaign for a federal Labor government, because what has been done 
under successive federal Liberal governments, beginning with Tony Abbott, has been an absolute tragedy. They have 
sabotaged the rollout of the national broadband network. There is a direct parallel with the sabotage of our response 
to climate change. 
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Labor had a principle of rolling out the NBN. Read the Constitution, Hon Wilson Tucker! This is not us handballing 
it. The Constitution actually sets out—this was even understood 121 years ago—that telecommunications is a federal 
responsibility. NBN was being rolled out and it was going to make us the envy of the world—a system was going 
to be rolled out right across the nation, with only seven per cent of people having to rely on satellites. But, of 
course, Tony Abbott did not believe in it, and all Malcolm Turnbull could do to get something happening was to 
have a completely dumbed down, stupid, mixed-medium system that saw us pull back on fibre. Who were the real 
sufferers? They were the people in regional Western Australia who are all crowded onto Sky Muster when the 
majority of them should have had access to fibre or, if not fibre, fixed wireless. If Hon Wilson Tucker is concerned 
about it, he should get out there and support the Labor team, because it has committed to fixing this and getting 
660 000 Australian regional homes onto fibre so that there will be more room on the satellite. It has also committed 
to improving the fixed wireless network. 
We are not dodging responsibility. As I think the member in part admitted, we have been stepping up and trying to 
fill that gap—the systemic failure of the feds to deal with this issue. One program I particularly want to acknowledge 
is the education project. The member’s idea that we have a department that is responsible for digital inclusion and 
then we have other departments that operate under that program is naive in the extreme. That is actually how 
government works. The Office of Digital Government is out there providing guidance to all government departments, 
which are then using that strategy to inform their implementation. 
I think this is a really fantastic program. In 2019, the Minister for Education and Training announced that we would 
be rolling out a major reform of bandwidth to schools across Western Australia. This program started in January 2021, 
and I think it is fabulous for not just connectivity, but also the broader principles of inclusion, because kids will get 
access to high-speed broadband in their schools. Phase 1 has been completed and phase 2 will be completed by the 
end of this year. There are 499 metropolitan schools and 144 regional schools included. In fact, member, 100 of these 
schools are in the member’s electorate of Mining and Pastoral. Schools such as La Grange Remote Community 
School, Looma Remote Community School, One Arm Point Remote Community School, Baler Primary School, 
Roebourne District High School, Pannawonica Primary School and Onslow School will all get internet upgrades 
to 400 megabits per second. Another series of schools in the Kimberley and the Pilbara will get access to up to 
2 500 megabits per second, which is pretty incredible, and a whole bunch of schools in the Kalgoorlie area will 
get between 600 and 1 500 megabits per second. It is a fantastic program. The government is talking to Telstra about 
how we can leverage that for other communities. 
I acknowledge that the previous government also did this in trying to patch up Tony Abbott’s incredible trashing 
of our digital system. That man’s name will go up in lights among people who made the most negative contribution 
to this country. The Mobile Black Spot Program has been a co-investment program since around 2014 and so far 
about $80 million has been spent on it. We have continued that co-investment. Of course, it is a model. As if we 
should just step in and tell the commonwealth government that it is off the hook and we will do it—this is the GST 
all over again—no, we will fight to have the commonwealth continue to invest. The government has money in its 
budget at the moment and as we do our budget development for next May’s budget, further moneys will be added 
for the years across the forward estimates. It is a work in progress. It will not be part of the midyear review; it is 
part of the bigger budget discussions going on for the period across the forward estimates. 
In addition to that program that has been under both governments, we introduced another program called the 
Digital Farm Grants program, which has been massively successful. We have seen the work done by farmers such 
as Darrin Lee in Mingenew and how he has been able to use PIX Mobile to improve his coverage very dramatically. 
We thought that if we could get clusters of farmers working together, we could do this much more comprehensively, 
and it has been a magnificent success. So far we have invested $13.2 million, which has been a co-investment with 
the private sector and local government. Through that, we are now covering some 2 340 farming businesses across 
110 000 square kilometres, covering 55 per cent of the grain belt region, plus the horticultural precinct of Kununurra 
and the Gascoyne. These have been immensely effective interventions and we have been getting really positive 
feedback. I have an email from Alex Pearse from Mingenew, which says — 

We have just been connected to Node1 wireless internet through the north Mingenew tower near our farm 
and it is brilliant, having faster internet speeds than we experience anywhere. 

In fact, many farmers in the midlands and other areas report that they get bigger and better coverage than when 
they come to Perth. That has been a successful intervention. 
We are conscious that there is an issue in those Aboriginal communities. Communities do not always, perhaps for 
the reasons highlighted by Hon Martin Aldridge, unambiguously desire this connection. The member needs to 
understand that even though he thinks it is a good thing, it is not necessarily for some communities. In the 1980s 
or 1990s, some communities chose to set up remote communities, and they do not necessarily want to be connected 
in that way. I am not saying this is not an issue, but it is not quite as simple as the member might be placing it 
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because of the complexity of these communities. Certainly, in this year alone, we have had special programs and 
invested in providing broadband satellite to Jigalong and Kalumburu. We have had programs that have added fixed 
wireless broadband to Halls Creek and mobile voice and data to Bidyadanga. These communities are very much 
part of our thinking. 
We are looking at farm businesses, because we very much appreciate—I guess this was one of the insights from 
when we first came to government—that all the development in ag-tech, in both data analytics and precision farming, 
absolutely requires a commercial-grade linkage to the internet. That had been absolutely lacking, so we developed 
that particular program, and it has been a great success. People are hearing of that success and more want to be 
involved in the program. Hon Kyle McGinn and Ali Kent, who at the time was a candidate for Kalgoorlie and is 
now the member, and I worked on a project to do something similar in the northern goldfields, because we were 
hearing very much about similar issues in the towns of Leonora, Laverton and Leinster. Hon Kyle McGinn will talk 
more about that. We have gone out to tender on that project. The tenders have closed and I hope that we will be in 
a position to make an announcement on the extension of that project early next year, in January. 
We are making incredible investments across government. As I said, what is happening in the 144 regional schools 
is absolutely transformative. They will have commercial-grade broadband. It is absolutely fantastic that schools all 
the way up to Lagrange and One Arm Point will now have a high level of connectivity. But make no mistake about 
it: this problem must be dealt with at a federal level. I absolutely urge Hon Martin Aldridge and Hon Wilson Tucker 
to get out there and support Labor in the next federal election so we can once and for all get a decent national 
broadband network right across this nation! 
HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [11.03 am]: I will say just a few words before we hear the 
words of more experienced members across the chamber. I rise, of course, to support the motion. I am delighted 
to hear that the government is very much on board with the whole question of digital inclusion. Although it has 
some concerns about the motion, the intent of the motion is well supported. However, it has been claimed—I am 
very happy to hear this—that much is being invested in this area. I have a bit of a vested interest in this matter. Upon 
hearing about the wonderful broadband speeds in Wiluna and One Arm Point, I really think I ought to move my 
electorate office, because 300 metres away from this chamber the internet connection is abysmal and fails at times. 
When it comes to the availability of internet access, I think the point we can make is that we are striving for better, 
but it is by no means perfect. 
I think back to the time—this was before the time of Hon Wilson Tucker—when televisions were first introduced. 
I must have had my first glimpse of a TV in 1963. It was a remarkable thing, showing, I am sad to say, government 
programs for only two hours a day. That was in another country. Watching TV is a really great way of falling asleep. 
Since that time, TV has become the standard. Without TV, a house does not exist. Although I was delighted in 1970 
to see my first colour TV, in the present day I do my best to avoid watching TV and I hardly ever look at it. I have 
moved beyond that because it takes time away from me. 
I think back also to the 1960s and the telephone calls that my parents made from Perth to their parents in Scotland. 
The connection, with an undersea cable, was expensive and crackly; that is, when we got through for a few precious 
minutes. How much things have improved since then with the availability of online voice over internet protocol 
services, whereby we can not only hear, but also see the person we are speaking to. It is almost like being next door 
to the person we are calling. There have been great advances in this space. 
We need now to look at the availability of broadband and how we can bring that into the purview of every person 
in our state who wants it. I take on board the points that the honourable minister made very well. We are looking 
not only for equity here, because not everybody wants access to the internet; there are enclaves of people who are 
determined to return to, say, the seventeenth century, when people lived in relative peace and freedom from the 
intrusion of other people’s voices. 
I think also of the ability of working normally. Does anyone here remember standing in a queue at the bank to get 
money out? 
Hon Dan Caddy: Just standing in a queue at the ATM! 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: That can be compared now with going online and transferring money to the 
Australian Taxation Office, which I am sure is an advancement for our society! 
We are also looking here at schooling. I am delighted to hear that the government is forging ahead with broadband 
services for all schools. I think back to recent COVID-19-related school shutdowns and the issues with students 
accessing teaching. Some schools were particularly brilliant at establishing a network of online training. In my boy’s 
school, for example, students were required to sit in uniform at the computer as though they were sitting in school. 
Of course, no-one saw that below the level of the desk they were not wearing their pants, but their shirt and tie was 
there. I hope they never stood up! 
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Availability of good broadband services all over the state is helpful for people’s mental health, too. It is exceptionally 
important for maintaining communication with loved ones and, indeed, in times of trouble, accessing someone 
who can lend a listening or supportive ear. This is being developed further. I am very pleased to hear that telehealth 
will now be a part of standard medical care, something that we have been asking for for a decade but had been denied. 
We are often told that we cannot have this and we cannot have that. Why is innovation so difficult to bring to society? 
I have another question about government. Why is it that when we want a job to go slowly, we give it to government? 
I can think of no better way of making things go really slow and sludgy, and feel as though we are wading through 
mud, than by putting something into the hands of a government organisation. I think that in this motion my colleague 
is saying, “Thank you for what you are doing, but can it be faster, please, because at the moment it is not good 
enough?” This is true, I think, of any government in the world. I think back to the Yes Minister series; we are just 
propagating the same approach of slowing things down because there are reasons for that. Change is always difficult. 
I also bring to members’ attention that Elon Musk, of Time’s Person of the Year fame, has helped launch all these 
satellites. We now have Starlink available. It does not work at my place because of the buildings, but people in the 
middle of nowhere can access full internet broadband using Starlink. This is a wonderful thing we can do and I am 
very glad to hear that it is available. It does cost money, however. I think that remote Indigenous communities 
would find it hard to access these services. It is something that the government could look at developing by using 
our modern technology and, indeed, maybe even engaging artificial intelligence to allow us to make more sensible 
choices rather than putting them into the hands of bureaucrats, who think in 1960s and 1970s terms. 
I commend the motion to the house. I take on board that it does not quite fit with the government agenda, being 
perfect in all things as it is. But things could perhaps be better. In that sense, I support the motion and commend 
the member for bringing it to our attention. 
HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.10 am]: I am very happy to 
rise to talk on the motion today and also to give a bit of an update on the crowdfunding of the satellite to find 
Melissa Price in Durack and Rick Wilson in O’Connor! It is not quite ready yet. Unfortunately, they were planning 
to use the national broadband network to connect to the satellite, but they do not have it because of Tony Abbott. 
I thank Hon Wilson Tucker for bringing this motion to the chamber; it is worthy of discussion. But I want to ask: 
has the member written to the federal members in O’Connor and Durack? 
Hon Wilson Tucker: About what? 
Hon KYLE McGINN: About digital connectivity and the NBN. The federal government has dropped the ball 
catastrophically in regional Western Australia. It has not given any thought to what happens in regional WA. In 
the member’s electorate, there are two federal members who are missing in action and have done nothing—zero, 
“squilch”—about connectivity. I write to members of federal Parliament when there is a federal issue. This is a federal 
issue. The honourable member should be lobbying these two missing-in-action members and pressing them to get the 
Prime Minister to show some respect to Western Australia and actually invest in regional WA. 
The member spoke about Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory and where we sit with those states on digital 
connectivity. He should look at the geographical differences in WA. It is great that we are on par with Victoria, 
but in my view that is going above and beyond because of the geographical challenges that we face. We face far 
more difficult circumstances than regional Victoria faces. The member knows for a fact that our electorate is 
2.4 million square kilometres in area and goes all the way up to Kununurra. It is massive. At the moment, we have 
a total lack of any type of representation by the Liberal members in those federal seats. They have done nothing. They 
do nothing to lobby for digital connectivity. They do not even come out to the electorate. I cannot remember the 
last time I saw them fire a shot. I really hope that the Liberal Party in Kalgoorlie can get the funds and get that satellite 
working because we need it. We really need a federal government that listens to people who talk about what we 
are missing out on in the Mining and Pastoral electorate. 
Hon Darren West: We can’t even get them on Zoom! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: That is right. 
I am very proud to stand and talk today. Obviously, I am the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Innovation 
and ICT and I am very proud of what Minister Punch has done in that space in launching the digital strategy. It is 
a space that I know he is very passionate about. I attended an innovation forum with professors earlier this year and 
they gave me some books on, I believe, the old PP4 computer—they were 1970s handbooks—and asked me to pass 
them on to the minister. I was not sure that giving the minister a book from the 1970s was going to go down well, but 
it was on the computer that Minister Punch had used back then. It was really exciting to listen to the professors talk 
about digital inclusion. The minister has real passion and drive in this space. From what I have understood so far this 
year, Joondalup is a huge driver in digital technology, particularly in digital security—scams and stuff like that. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Joondalup ECU? 
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Hon KYLE McGINN: Yes, Edith Cowan University; definitely. I think the local member, Emily Hamilton, is 
also driving hard to get a bit of a hub set up there. It is in a really good position to continue to push. We talk about 
digital stuff as well. 
I want to touch briefly on where we are getting with scams. I have had the pleasure of attending three or four scam 
forums for seniors. I can tell members that they have been well attended. The people who provide the speeches are 
very good at what they do, particularly a man named David from the University of Western Australia. He made 
a really great connection with seniors on how to become more secure. What I found interesting is that one of the key 
reasons seniors are vulnerable is that they are far more polite than we are. My generation has grown up with short 
and sweet text messages. The senior generation grew up with signing off with, “Yours sincerely”, followed by their 
full name, address and everything else. That is exactly what scammers want. When a senior gives that response, 
they are basically giving the hacker everything they want, and that is really scary. I am a big supporter of the forums. 
I want to give a big mention to Hon Kim Beazley, who is a patron in that space and attended pretty much all the 
forums I went to. We are doing a fair bit in that space. 
Moving out into the regions, I am really proud of the member for Kalgoorlie, Ali Kent, and her grit. She worked 
hard with Minister MacTiernan as an election candidate to fight for the Digital Farm Grants package in Leonora. 
We went out to Leonora during the election campaign. Have you been out to Leonora, member? 
Hon Wilson Tucker: Not yet, no. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Leonora is pretty far out. I would also suggest that the member starts getting out to some 
Indigenous communities and seeing some of the challenges that come with trying to establish digital connectivity. 
One of the good things that has happened in regional Western Australia is the establishment of community resource 
centres that provide internet access. People can go to a CRC and access the internet. That is making it easier for people 
in regional WA. The wheatbelt has plenty of CRCs and there are other CRCs scattered throughout regional WA. 
For example, there is a CRC at Tjuntjuntjara. If the member gets a chance to go to Tjuntjuntjara, I would really 
recommend it. It is a really nice community. The member will see when he gets out there the challenges that we 
are facing in trying to improve that infrastructure. 
That is why I am a huge fan of the Digital Farm Grants program. It is giving us the ability to do something that the 
private sector will not do. The private sector sits on its hands. In my view, this goes back to the pathetic leadership 
of John Howard, who sold Telstra. I hope opposition members are smiling. He got rid of Telstra. The only way he 
could cook his books was by selling everything. We now have to deal with a Telstra that sits back and says, “Just sell 
every asset. Why not? Just privatise everything.” That is exactly what John Howard did. He just sold everything. 
That is exactly what he did. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: That is exactly what he did. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! The interjections are coming from both sides of the chamber, and 
I just want to hear from Hon Kyle McGinn. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I know they do not like to hear history, but that is the truth right there. 
Hon Tjorn Sibma: I just want you to be accurate. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: That is very accurate. He sold Telstra! What does the member want me to say? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: He sold Telstra, and now we are dealing with private companies. That government should 
not have sold assets like that. To see that was disgraceful from that government. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! The interjections are continuing, and it would also be helpful if 
Hon Kyle McGinn does not invite them. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I will try my best, but the truth has to be told in this chamber, if anywhere. I can tell members 
now that the honourable members on the other side obviously do not understand what it is like to have to deal with 
selling all our assets. 
I want to touch on a couple more projects — 
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Several members interjected. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Oh, mate! It is just dribble, dribble, dribble, dribble! 
The minister mentioned five projects in my community this year to improve connectivity. A couple more have also been 
done in our electorate, Hon Wilson Tucker. There were two in the Gascoyne, at 14 Mile Camp, Warroora–Nyinggulu 
Coastal Reserve, and at 3 Mile Camp, Macleod, and two in the Kimberley, at Kadjina and Dampier Peninsula. It is 
really good that we now have some connectivity in those places. 
Hon Neil Thomson: Have you been to all of those communities? 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Have you, member? It is hilarious that I hear from Hon Neil Thomson, who is really close 
to Melissa Price but cannot seem to get hold of her because her phone is constantly engaged. Let us worry about 
that, honourable member. 
Where has the honourable Rick Wilson been? I have not seen him in Kalgoorlie for three years. Now that an election 
is coming up, he is going to come out and try to throw some cash around. What a disgrace! If Liberal Party members 
opposite stand up for those federal members at the next federal election, they will be letting down regional 
Western Australia, because those federal members have done nothing for regional Western Australia. Members 
opposite should be absolutely ashamed of themselves. 
As the honourable member mentioned, we have seen a massive take-up in telehealth services since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which is great. Telehealth has been really welcomed in places such as Kambalda, Coolgardie 
and Wiluna, which I have been to. I know that some honourable members have not been there because it is hard 
for them to get out of their comfy ivory tower in Broome, is it not? 
Hon Martin Aldridge also made a couple of good points on education and children’s screen time. That is something 
that I also fear. We do not know what will happen with children getting so much screen time at a young age. I think 
we will see a lot more of that into the future and, hopefully, the effects will not be as negative as I fear. Thank you, 
members, and have a good day. 
HON SANDRA CARR (Agricultural) [11.20 am]: I rise very quickly to say that I cannot support Hon Wilson 
Tucker’s motion. Although I agree that it is incredibly important that we have digital inclusion, he has made the 
mistake of swallowing, hook, line and sinker, Scotty from marketing’s message that everything is now the state 
government’s responsibility. Telecommunications is—let me say this very, very clearly—a federal responsibility. 
Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 
Hon SANDRA CARR: Is the member struggling to understand or should I mumble into my beard? 
The federal government cannot keep passing on what is a federal responsibility. I would like to give members a little 
bit of a history lesson. I can see honourable members across the floor having a bit of a giggle about the privatisation 
of Telstra during the Howard era, but I would like to tell members how that happened. It is not a funny story. Howard 
needed some members to support that motion, so he got old Brian Harradine from Tasmania, who wanted to ban the 
drug RU486 for women, to trade women’s reproductive rights for the sale of Telstra. It was an absolute disgrace. 
Women were forced into having surgical and medical procedures so that Telstra could be sold and privatised, and 
that was supported by the Liberal–National government. It was an absolute disgrace. That is how that came about. 
Now we are left with a Telstra that has no real performance indicators and has free rein and open slather in the market. 
That is not equity and that is what we are now left with—very little by way of checks and balances against the services 
that it delivers. I heard Hon Martin Aldridge talk about the funding of the regional Mobile Black Spot Program. 
That would be great if it were done with integrity and if Telstra provided transparent data on the coverage and the 
service it is delivering. We cannot continue to fund and throw money into these programs that do not deliver the 
services they are paid to deliver. It is not good enough and that is why it is a federal problem. 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [11.23 am]: I want to thank Hon Wilson Tucker for bringing forward this 
motion. Digital inclusion is something that I know a little bit about from living in regional Western Australia. 
Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Sorry, member? Good telecommunications infrastructure — 
Several members interjected. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Can you blokes all just shush? 
A member interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, member. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I know about the benefits of digital inclusion for economic growth and social wellbeing. 
I know that regional Australia is disadvantaged because it receives less access to national broadband network fibre 
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technology. I have lived this. I have lived through my daughters coming home from school and telling me that 
their English teacher has told them that they need to watch a movie on YouTube for their English class. We had 
to tell them that we did not have enough data and that they would have to go to the school library in their lunchbreak 
to watch it. 
Let me put this in the context of where I live; it is incredibly remote. I am 275 kilometres south of Perth. I am 
eight kilometres outside the town of Cowaramup. I am 12 kilometres from Margaret River, a big tourist hub. I am 
five kilometres, as the crow flies, from Bussell Highway, where the main fibre-optic cable runs. What makes it 
even more disappointing is that a secondary fibre-optic cable, a backup cable, that connects Margaret River to 
Busselton runs along my property on Wirring Road, and I cannot access it. Instead, the federal government insists 
that I use a thing called Sky Muster. When Sky Muster was designed in the mid-2000s, I received a briefing from 
Senator Stephen Conroy, who was the first in charge of Labor’s offering for the NBN. It was really clear in the 
early days that Sky Muster was for only the very few people who could not access fibre optics. It was designed for 
those people living in the middle of station country, such as Alice Springs. It was not designed for people like me 
who live eight kilometres from the closest township, yet Sky Muster is all I can get. Do members know what that 
does? It increases the cost. Someone the other day asked on Facebook whether anyone knew of any good limitless 
wi-fi plans in regional Western Australia. I laughed—laughed and laughed. 
Hon Darren West: And laughed. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: And laughed! I am pretty sure we pay about $80 a month for 80 gigabytes. However, that 
is not enough to run a business and for a teenage daughter, so we have three plans at $80 a month to get 80GB on 
each of those plans, and we juggle them. I come to Perth and, my God, it is $50 for unlimited wi-fi! Hon Sandra Carr 
wonders why I am streaming stuff from the 1990s. I have never watched this stuff—I am catching up! 
Internet access does cost more where I live. I am in the fortunate position that I can afford to pay for that, but I am 
constantly texting my daughter to say, “Stop. Turn off that modem and turn on the other modem.” I have just had 
to pay $1 800 to Telstra to get an aerial put on my house so that I can access mobile phone coverage in more than 
one room in my house. For 20 years when the phone has rung, I have had to stand by the window — 
Hon Sandra Carr interjected. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Yes, especially if it is raining. Luckily it never rains in Margaret River—only for about 
six months of the year! 
The federal government has let us down; it has let down all of regional Australia. Digital inclusion is incredibly 
important for our children. I find it amazing that every three years the federal government rolls out a regional 
telecommunications review. Apparently that is set in stone. It is going to do that every three years; it is going to 
review regional telecommunications. In 2018, Wendy Duncan, former member for Kalgoorlie and a well-respected 
regional woman, was part of that review committee. In 2021, my friend Sue Middleton is part of that review committee. 
I look forward to the report, because I suspect that the committee just keeps making the same reports every three years 
saying, “Actually, service is a bit crap.” People want to be able to access the internet and they want to be able to 
access it at good speeds. We are fortunate that we have great, strong representation in Canberra, as Hon Kyle McGinn 
pointed out! The member for O’Connor has been there for nine years — 
Hon Kyle McGinn: Done nothing. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: — and has done nothing. The member for Forrest, where I live, is the Assistant Minister 
for Regional Development and Territories. She has had 15 years to assist. My favourite, though, is the member for 
Durack—the Minister for Science and Technology. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! This is getting a little too lively for our last sitting day. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I am extremely grateful that Anthony Albanese has made an announcement that 
1.5 million homes and businesses in regional Australia will be connected to the NBN—that is 660 000 extra homes 
and businesses in regional Australia—to try to fix this digital divide. I am less enamoured with some of the responses 
I have heard. I laughed out loud yesterday when I saw our Prime Minister on TV announcing a youth advisory council 
on online safety. He is going to get the yoof! I get that online cyber safety is important and that cyberbullying is an issue. 
Here is the thing: my teenage daughter just wants to be able to access Snapchat in her house. That is not too much to 
ask. I always know when there is a federal election in the air, because the aforementioned member for Forrest always 
comes out and gives cyber safety speeches at primary schools. Every four years we get a letter home from the school. 
I tell you what: there is nothing more the kids want to hear than a woman older than I am telling them about cyber safety! 
Several members interjected. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Yes. 
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Every year when the note used to come home from my daughter’s primary school saying that the member for Forrest 
would like to make a cyber safety speech, my daughters would say, “Please do not write on the note again that this is 
blatant politicking!” 
Hon Kyle McGinn: At its best! 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: At its best! 
Hon Dan Caddy: At its worst! 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: At its worst! 
What do we have to fix the issue of digital inclusion? We have a youth advisory council and a regional 
telecommunications roadshow that every three years gives the federal government a list of issues. 
I thank Hon Wilson Tucker for recognising the issue. As I said, it is an issue I have lived through and it has frustrated 
me. How many years have we had the coalition in power? Is it since about 2013? I certainly look forward to a federal 
Labor government trying to fix this mess. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.30 am]: Along the same lines, 
I acknowledge and thank Hon Wilson Tucker for bringing this important issue forward. I will focus on the second 
part of the motion today, which is about digital inclusion and how we can better work together to improve digital 
and internet access in regional WA. The issue comes up time and again. Of course, this is an adversarial business 
we are in, but I think everybody who has made a contribution today has added something to the debate. We all need to 
acknowledge that the federal government has to do better. For us in regional Western Australia, the sale of Telstra was 
a mistake. At least that part of the business should have been kept under some sort of public ownership with a community 
service obligation. Once that community service obligation is removed, by law, corporations such as Telstra have an 
obligation to their shareholders to maximise profit and therein lies the problem in regional Western Australia. We know 
that a corporation that must by law make a profit acts in the best interest of its shareholders rather than its customers. As 
regional people, we are the customers. That is not to say that services have not improved over time or that some areas in 
the state have a good internet connection. But as a collective, we all need to get our heads together to think forward. 
I agree with the minister. I think the best way forward for us is the election of an Albanese government because 
we will get some action on digital accessibility in regional Australia and there will be more fibre to businesses and 
homes. To me that is the first step because that will remove the pressure from satellites and towers. It should be 
quite logical for most people to understand that an investment in fibre to people’s homes and businesses will make 
it better for everybody else who does not have access to homes and businesses. When we look forward, especially 
in agriculture and all kinds of industries, we see, for instance, that Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd now has an 
online app. As a farmer leaves their paddock with their load of grain, they put their details into the app, the site 
picks up that they have arrived and all the details are entered. I can look on my phone today at the status of all the 
loads of grain that have been delivered under our carter delivery number. That is an amazing piece of technology 
that is benefiting us. It is contactless, so throughout the COVID pandemic, people are not passing bits of paper back 
and forth to each other across the day. That has been a major benefit to us as growers. However, CBH has had to 
invest heavily in wi-fi on many of its sites because there is no internet connectivity. Even the site of Avon at Northam 
on the Great Eastern Highway has very, very poor phone reception and digital connectivity, so CBH has had to 
invest in a booster to put its own wi-fi onsite. These are the sorts of things we can work on, together with the federal 
government, to help improve access. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes. 
If the federal government will not do that, we know that the state government and this minister will step up to the 
plate to deal with a lot of the broadband issues on farms. In the years to come—it will not be very long; it will be in 
all of our lifetimes—in our paddocks across the state we will have driverless tractors that will be controlled from 
a central location across farms. There will be three or four machines working at once with one person controlling 
them. This is the future for us, but we will need that digital bandwidth to manage these operations. 
Yes, we can all point the finger and blame. It is a federal government responsibility and, to be honest, this federal 
government has been hopeless. Since it scrapped the national broadband network, things have gone downhill. That 
decision needs to be reversed, and I am pleased that Anthony Albanese has given a commitment that a federal Labor 
government will reinstate the NBN. We have a lot of work to do and we do it best when we work together. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders.  
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